
 

 

 

Join Us for these Commemorations and Patriotic Observances 

 

September 11  

Commonwealth’s Patriot Day Ceremony 

September 15 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day  

September 22 

Sips on the Skyline 

Join us for our celebration of Virginia Spirits Month as we say goodbye to summer and welcome fall. 

Sips on the Skyline features a band and dance floor, a dinner and dessert buffet, a beer and wine bar, 

and craft cocktails and spirit tastings presented by Virginia distillers, including veteran-owned businesses. 

November 11 

Commonwealth’s Veterans Day Ceremony 

December 7 

Commonwealth’s Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony 

 

At Ease on The Bus 

Insider trips to some of Virginia’s most remarkable destinations that celebrate and honor our country’s 

military history. 

A seat on the bus is $127 and includes lunch, snacks, beer/wine for the bus ride, and a tip for the driver. 

Insider trips are for adults ages 21 years or older. Space is limited. 

Register today at vawarmemorial.org/insidertrips. Contact awarman@vawarmemorial.org with 

questions. 

August 9: Hampton Roads Naval Museum and General MacArthur Memorial 

Join us on a trip to Norfolk as we explore the MacArthur Memorial, a museum and research center 

dedicated to preserving and presenting the story of the life of General of the Army Douglas MacArthur, 

and receive a guided tour of the Hampton Roads Naval Museum, which celebrates the long history of the 

U.S. Navy in the Hampton Roads region. 

September 13: Fort Monroe 

Insiders will be guided through Fort Monroe’s Visitor and Education Center and the Casemate Museum, 

which focuses on the military history at Fort Monroe dating back to the early 1600’s. 
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Leadership in America 

September 27: Admiral James Ellis – Why Taiwan is not the Ukraine (and vice versa) 

Admiral James (Jim) O. Ellis, Jr. retired as a 4-star admiral. In 2004, he completed a distinguished 39-year 

Navy career. His final assignment was Commander of the United States Strategic Command during a time 

of challenge and change. In this role, he was responsible for the global command and control of United 

States strategic and space forces, reporting directly to the Secretary of Defense. He is a frequent speaker 

and news commentator on matters of nuclear defense, space exploration and possible “war in space," 

national security, and national intelligence.   

One Week in October  

Join us for a special documentary film screening at the Hotel Roanoke on October 23. 

Join us at the Virginia War Memorial for a panel lecture and reception on October 25. 

October 2023 will be the 40th anniversary of the Beirut bombing. 241 US Military personnel were killed 

in the Barracks bombing, including 220 Marines. The incident was the deadliest single-day death toll for 

the United States Marine Corps since the Battle of Iwo Jima. That same week, citing danger to the U.S. 

citizens in Grenada, President Ronald Reagan ordered nearly 2,000 U.S. troops onto the island, where 

they soon found themselves facing opposition from Grenadian armed forces and groups of Cuban 

military engineers who were in Grenada to repair and expand the island’s airport. To commemorate 

these events, the Virginia War Memorial Foundation will debut our newest documentary, One Week in 

October. 

This documentary will air on PBS stations across the Commonwealth. Check your local programming guide. 

April 19, 2024: Alex Kershaw – Patton’s Prayer 

Alex Kershaw is the widely acclaimed, prize-winning, New York Times best-selling author of eleven 

books, including The Longest Winter and The Bedford Boys. He will return to the Virginia War Memorial 

to speak on his newest book, Patton’s Prayer (scheduled for publication in April 2024) on General George 

S. Patton and his finest hours during the Battle of the Bulge. 

 

Now On Display 

Fifty Years Beyond: The Vietnam Veteran Experience 

There’s still time to see The Virginia War Memorial’s exhibition “Fifty Years Beyond: The Vietnam Veteran 

Experience.” Professional photographer, Laura Hatcher (U.S. Navy, retired) and videographer Pamela 

Vines (U.S. Army, retired) traveled the state with Memorial staff to photograph and document the 

experiences of Virginia’s Vietnam Veterans over the past 50 years. Their photographs and footage create 

a comprehensive experience for viewers of the exhibit and are shared alongside candid photos of 50 of 

Virginia’s veterans during their time in Vietnam. 

Veteran’s Art Gallery 



 

 

“Painting with Light: Visible and Infrared” features the captivating photography of Retired Navy Captain 

and Virginia native Rich Davis. Davis’s work primarily focuses on landscapes, night images, and infrared 

photographs. This exhibit shares his unique point of view and how various photographic lighting changes 

alter an image’s perspective. Select pieces on display are for sale and 100% of the proceeds will go 

directly to the Virginia War Memorial Foundation. Pieces are available online and in person, and will be 

available for pickup upon the exhibition’s close in late October. 

Medal of Honor Gallery - Beyond the Call of Duty 

This gallery is the only place in the Commonwealth where you can learn the history of the brave 

Virginians who have been awarded the nation’s highest and most prestigious military honor for valor. Of 

the more than 25 million men and women who have served and sacrificed in our nation’s wars, fewer 

than 3,600 have received the Medal of Honor. And of those, 50 have been officially attributed to the 

Commonwealth of Virginia by the Department of Defense. Each of the Virginia recipients is remembered 

in this gallery with a plaque that bears the recipient’s full name, hometown, military unit, a description 

of the recognized action, and the full text of the citation. Also in the gallery are video stations where 

honorees can be researched, and additional information about the individuals and the events related to 

their service can be reviewed. 

Coming in 2024 

The Virginia War Memorial’s upcoming exhibit, D+80: The Normandy Invasion, will mark the 80th 

anniversary of the Allied invasion of Normandy in World War II. No single action, or single day, remains 

more recognized or iconic in American military history than the 6th of June, 1944. Virginians played a 

pivotal role in the invasion, with the 29th Infantry “Blue and Gray” Division leading the first wave assault 

on Omaha Beach. Virginian units suffered some of the heaviest losses on D-Day, such as the historic 

116th Infantry Regiment, which sustained 341 casualties.  

Visitors to D+80: The Normandy Invasion will share in the experiences of Virginians who answered the 

call in World War II, were shipped overseas, and trained, prepared for, and conducted the largest 

amphibious warfare campaign in history. Of particular note, this exhibit will incorporate several 

previously unseen, “rediscovered” eyewitness accounts provided to the Virginia War Memorial by World 

War II veterans more than twenty years ago. Their memories, thoughts, and stories will provide 

captivating insight into an event that still moves us with feelings of awe, disbelief, and pride. 

 


